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ANOTHER NEW YEAR.
,

HERE are certain stages in the journey of

T life when men are solemnly called on to

\

pause and review the past. The royal preacher
tells ns that "a wise man's heart discerneth
time." Eccles. viii, 5.
Sllrely such wisdom is Sl)ccially needed by
every reader now. Another year is gone I
Its last day has waxed and waned, its last sun
. has risen and set; and when the. midnight
hour came its account was sealed.
How forcibly should the new year remind
us of the shortness ancl swiftness of time, as
well as of its awful devastations! The whole
period of time is short compared with eternity•.
What are four or six thousand years? They
are but as units in eternity's countless reckon'Dg, and as drops in eternity's fathomless ocean.
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ANOTHER NEW YEAR.

In each year it is reckoned that one sonl passes
into eternity eve),y second of' time,
Dear reader I have you realized to yourself
the shortness and swiftness of yOU?' life? bave
you "redeemed the time" like one who felt
that bis breath was in his nostrils, and that
" the Judge standeth at the door?"
Although during the past year you may
have seen friends and companions, strong and
vigorous, sudilenly smitten down, perhaps you
have tUl'lled a deaf ear to the solemn appeal
which urged you to repentance, And even if .
you are growing old, you may be cherishing.
the impression that yon will surely live some
years longer; and thus laying your head on
the pillow of self-security, yon continue to
sleep on in yonI' ,sins, If so, you are one of
those carele8s sinners to whom death comes
. unexpectedly, and of whom the language of
Scripture is awfully. true, "For man also
knoweth not his time: as the fishes that are
talwn in an evil net, and as the birds that al'e
caught in the snare; so are the sons of men
snared in an evil time, when it falleth sud•
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denly upon them." Eccles. ix, 12. Trifle not,
then, with repeated warnings, for" he, that
being often reprovec1 hardeneth his neck,
shall suddenly be destroyed and that without
. 1.
reme d y. "P rov. XXIX,
'rhe true Christian regards time-as a precious
talent for which he must give an account. He.
diligently studies to discharge the duties ,vhich .
he owes to the Church and the world, and
labors in his sphere to advance the Saviour's
glory. And fill thi.s he feels must be done at
once-knowi.ng that" the ni.ght cometh: when
no man can work."
. Look back, reader, on the past year, and
examine whether such has been your charaotel' und such your aim. Has it been your
heart's desire to glorify God, and have you
embraoed the opportunities fUl'llished you in
his providence to do good to the bodies and
souls of men? IIow fearful your oondition,
if you have not given YOlll'self up to God in
Christ in solemn covenant, and if, instead of
being able to review the pust with the satisfaction and thankfulness which the service .or
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J esns IS sure to bring with it, you can onl~
look back on means of spiritual improvement
and of holy activity unClervalued and despised! Is it so, that the sint' of unbelief, of
self-pleasing, of worldliness and pride, of
pmyerlessness and hypocrisy, of hardnesB of
heart and contempt of Goil's holy commandments, all bear witness against you? 0 how
amazing has been the long-suffering of Goel
. toward you I You have until now been" cumbering the ground.' Are you a barren figtree still? You are entreated now to repent
and to bring forth fruits meet for repentance.
You may say, "My heart is hard as a rock,
amI I cannot repent;" but there is One who" is
exalted a Prince and a .Saviour, for to give··
repentance to Israel, and fin'giveness of sins; "
and who has said, "A new heart will I give
you, and a new spirit will I put within you:
and I will take away the stony heart out of
your flesh, and I will give you a heart or
flesh." Acts v, 31; Ezek. xxxvi, 26. Come
to him, then, just as you are; bring al1 your
sins to the fountain of his blood, and, accord-
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mg to his promise, ,: they shall be as white as
snow. "1sa. I,. 18.
Begin this year by taking a nea?' view oj
etemity. " 0 how vast aod boundless! " said
the dying Brainerd; "0 how fixed and unatterable! Of what infinite importance that Wll
be prepared for etel'llity! I have been just dylng now for more than a week, and all arounel
me have thought me so. I hitve had clear
views of eternity: have seen the blessedness
of the godly in some measure, and have longed
to share their happy state, as well as being
comfortably satisfied that, through grace, I
shall do so. BuL 0, what anguish is raised
in my mind for those who are Christless, fOl'
those who are mistaken, and who bring their
false hopes with tlH'm to the grave! The
sight was so .dreadfhl that I could by no .
means bear it, and I said, under a more affecting sense than ever before, 'vVho shall dwell '
with everlasting burnings? ' 0, methonght,
could I now see my friends, I would warn
them to see to it that they lay their fonndation for eternity sme."
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Begin the year by It Clwe11itl 8lt1'1'en(le1' of
yow'self to the Lon7. On the day when the
children of Israel were bl'Ought in safety out of
Egypt, the Lord said, "This month shall be unto you tbe beginning of months: it shaH be the
first month of' tbe year to you." Exod. xii, 2.
Theil' year began in the day of their deliverance from bondage. 0, what a blessed New
Year's clay is that which witnesses a sinner's
escape fl'om the slavery of Satan and sin, and
when, by faith in Him who paid for his ransom tbe price of bis blood, he becomes one of
"the Lord's redeemed!" Let this New Year's
clay, dear reader, see you fhll down at J osns'
feet. Let your cry be, "Now,
Lord, 1 am
thine! Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?"
. Let it be your
instant determination to
•
abanclon ~o!tat appears to be sil\ful. Give up
those bad habits, forsake those haunts of vice,
and, iu spite of the ridicule of old companions
in sin, yield yomself at once to God. If you
now take Christ's yoke upon you, this New
Year's clay will be a day of days in your spiritmtl history. Anu when you reach the heights
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glory and look back, this day will
be remembered with endless joy.
Begin the year by resolving to spc-nd your
Sabbaths aright. Have you beeu wasting
your Sabbaths? Alas I if you have not ?'e-,
member'eel the Sabbath to keep it holy, if you
have made it a day for pleasure or for business, you have been guilty of robbing God.
It is "the Sabbath of the Lord thy God."
Exoel. xx, 10. In eaeh year there are fiftytwo Sabbaths; in thirty-five years, five whole
years of Sabbaths; in seventy years, ten whole
years of Sabbaths. Perhaps yea1's of wC18ted
Sabbaths bear witness against yon, How will
they look on a dying bed and in the light of
eternity?
Begin the year by humbly aud prayerfully
1'esolving to ?'ecleem time. " Were a man," .
says Toplady, "every day to throw a purse
of money, or even a single guinea, into the
sea, he would be looked upon as a madman,
and his friends would soon contine him for
such. But a man who throws away that which
is of more value than gold, than miues, than
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tho whole world-even his health, his peace,
his time, his soul-snch a one is admired, esteemed, and applaurled by tIle greater part of
mankind." Yos! time-this short, this uncer·
. tain, this all-important time-upon every
instant of which etemity depends, will not·
allow of our tritling away any of its moments.
Gather up its fragments, therefore, that noth·
ing may be lost. If you have embraced
Christ as your Saviour, have YOll no uneon·
verted relati ve-brother, sister, hm,bal1d, wife,
or child? and will you not now begin to warn
them to tlee from the wrath to come? The
present season forcibly reminds you that the
time for the consecmtion of your talents to
the glory of God will soon depai't from you
forever. The Lord grant grace, then, to every
reader, tlrst to give himself to the Lord, and
then to spend his remaining days in obeying
the command of Christ, "Occupy till I come I "
Luke xix, 13.
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